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The Pastor Ponders...
...What's Next?

**Mark Your Calendar**

For this reason I remind you to rekindle the
gift of God that is within you. 2 Timothy 1: 6

Sunday, October 10th - 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Scott McClellan guest preaching

Rev. Junius B. Dotson wrote, “A story is told
of a philanthropist who hired a number of
people during the depression era to build a
road. Although his intentions were good, the
philanthropist had hired the people for a
meaningless job in which they built a road
that went nowhere. As the workers began to
realize that their work had no end goal, their
enthusiasm for the work waned and the road
project was eventually discontinued.”
(Developing an Intentional Discipleship
System: A Guide for Congregations, pp. 4-5).
Last Saturday, Sharon and I attended the fall
session of the 2021 Northern Illinois Annual
Conference. During one of the presentations,
a survey was taken in which participants were
asked if, in the coming months, their
congregations planned to 1) continue
curtailing many of the activities in which they
had been involved pre-covid, 2) stick with
what they were currently doing, 3) move
forward in ministry as much as possible
observing safety protocols, etc.
While
several churches chose #1, the majority chose
#2 and #3. (Continues on page 2)

Saturday, October 16th - 2:00 p.m.
Trunk or Treat at A-H Elementary
Sunday, October 17th - Laity Sunday
Lay Leader Roy Bailey leads this service
with full participation from our congregation!
Tuesday, October 19th - 10:00 a.m.
N.O.W. Meeting
Sunday, October 24th - 9:00 a.m.
Church Council Meeting
**Church Conference Reports are due**
Saturday, October 30th - 9:00 a.m.
Haunted Hebron 5K Fun Run/Walk for VBS
Sunday, October 31st - 9:45 a.m.
Sunday School Movie Morning - Happy Halloween!
Sunday, November 7th - All Saints Day
This special worship service will remember and
honor those we have lost this past year.

The Pastor Ponders (continued)
Of those in the latter category, it was pretty much split evenly between #2 and #3. I’m sensing that
HUMC is choosing #3. We have spent much of the last 5 years using most of our time, energy, creativity,
and financial resources to restore our building. And for the last year and a half, we’ve hunkered down
to avoid risking anyone’s health and well-being. However, recently when we’ve gathered for Church
Council or NOW meetings or other events, there is a spark of energy and enthusiasm beginning to
develop about “What’s next?”
Church School is back in session; plans for VBS are underway; HUMC has committed to participation
in Cultivating Health Ministries; a group is developing to look into becoming a Reconciling
Congregation; several are wanting to learn new music; others are wanting some small group
opportunities, while still others are wondering about some community outreach events. A lot is going
on. And that’s exciting!
However, I think that it is important to look at setting some goals and intentionally putting some of our
wonderful ideas and energy into a framework so that we don’t end up building a “road to nowhere,” or
burning out. In 2019, the Northern Illinois Conference adopted 3 areas of focus for the conference. 1)
to grow and reach new disciples for Jesus Christ, 2) to live out the conviction that racism is incompatible
with Christian teaching, and 3) to increase the number of highly vital congregations. The NIC is
working at creating tools to help us develop a structure and goals, and to evaluate our progress in these
areas. Many of the things we want to do fit within one or more of these areas. I think that utilizing some
of these resources will help us to achieve both our mission and our vision for HUMC.
In the coming weeks, please pray for the leadership at HUMC as we look at programming. Ask God to
show you how you can use your gifts in helping to keep our church vital, and to share the good news
with others in our community. Thank God for bringing us through all of the challenges and giving us
many moments of joy.
Blessings, Pastor Char

Building Update
What was the total cost of our recent church sanctuary and roof renovation project? Since our January
27, 2018 kickoff banquet fundraiser ("Claiming Our Future, Living our Faith") we have received a total
of $114,000 for our Capital Building Fund. The work began early in 2019 so that by the end of the year
$11,073 had been spent on architectural drawings, sanctuary demolition, concrete piers, rafter
reconstruction, columns and beams. In 2020, $65,951 was spent for repairing and raising the Wesley
Room roof and then reroofing the entire church with metal shingles, and adding new ceiling ductwork
inside the sanctuary to improve heating and cooling efficiency.
This year to date $38,415 was spent for insulation, drywall, paint, floor refinishing, chair rail installation,
a new audio/sound system, and electrical installations (10 new lights and 21 added outlets for television
hookup, speakers, camera, and special lighting). This completes our initial building project with an
expense total of $115,439. Because we replaced our roof, Church Mutual Insurance Company sent us
$7,365 of recoverable depreciation from our hail damage claim of 2015, so we have a balance in the
Capital Building Fund of $5,926 that will go towards building a new Wesley Room entryway which is
currently under way. Congratulations everyone. We did it!
Steve Johnson and Shirlee Correll, Building Committee
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N.O.W. Team - Nurture
We are entering into that “busy” time of year again. There are many activities coming up:
•

October 16th - Trunk or Treat from 2-4 at the Grade School. If anyone would like to donate
candy or other treats please let me know.

•

October 17th - Laity Sunday. This will be a Sunday filled the three (3) important S’s:
Singing, Scriptures and a great Sermon!

•

October 30th - The Haunted Hebron 5KFun Run/Walk for VBS, starting at 9:00 a.m. If
you’d like to encourage the runners, make a sign to cheer them along their route. Several of
our members will be participating in the run.

•

November 7th - All Saints Sunday, a day when we remember and honor the Saints who had
blessed our lives.

Also, we will again be participating in the Secret Santa program organized through the Alden-Hebron
Grade School. If you wish to participate by purchasing gifts for a child or wrapping paper, ribbon and
scotch tape to wrap the gifts, please let me know. I’ll be getting a list the beginning of November.
I want to thank everyone for so willing participating in the liturgy on Sunday mornings - your voices
make a difference in our service!
But when the Holy Spirit controls our lives he will produce this kind
of fruit in us: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Galatians 5:22-23

-Shirlee Correll, Nurture

N.O.W. Team - Outreach

Our mission focus for October and November is for Reconciling Ministries Network
which has been working for the past 36 years to build a network of United Methodist Churches and
communities that seek justice for people of all sexual orientations and gender identities. Their work
continues to shift the conversation about LGBTQ justice and inclusion in the United Methodist Church
through their engagement on the General Conference-level all the way to the support they give to local
churches who are learning to become more inclusive and justice seeking. In conjunction with this
month's mission, the HUMC is also forming an RMN Working Group to learn more about the process
of joining our church to the Reconciling Ministries Network. This group will meet 1-2 times a month
in-person and/or online from January-May 2022. We hope you will consider supporting the RMN with
a donation in our offering plate or online, and if you feel the Spirit moving you to do more, contact
Stephanie to be a part HUMC's next steps to becoming a reconciling congregation.
-Kate Johnson, Outreach
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HUMC KIDS!

N.O.W. Team - Witness
Thanks to everyone who came out to Hebron Fall
Fest 2021! A BIG thank you to James Hampton
for leading our musical group through unknown
territory, to our extremely talented special
musical guests, to the HUMC choir who took
backup singing to the next level, and to Dave
Dickey for running the sound board on that
beautiful day in the park! What a blessing it was
to be able to witness how Great is our God to our
community!

Our Rally Day Get Away kicked off our
Sunday School year! We enjoyed seeing the
kids sing "Won't Worry 'Bout a Thing" and
we celebrated knowing that God watches
over us and listens to our prayers. We played
games, enjoyed good food, and a few of us
even tried the Hoola Hoop competition!
Thank you to everyone who made this day so
special, with an extra special thank you to
Bob Claussen for creating our Rally Day
volcano! We had a blast! Sunday School is
now off to a great start! We Celebrate
Wonder each week at 9:45 a.m. and we'll be
wrapping up our first unit on Joseph and his
Brothers next week!

Stephanie Claussen & Dave Dickey
Witness Team

Photos by TLC Photography

Happy Birthday!

Kathy Dickerson Memorial Gift
Last Sunday we closed the worship service singing "Halle,
Halle, Halle" which we all remember was Kathy Dickerson's
favorite hymn. As we remember and honor those we have lost
on All Saints Day on Nov. 7th, we will be once again
remembering Kathy and all she gave to our church. Last month,
our church received a generous gift from Kathy's estate. It was
her hope to see our sanctuary completed, with worship services
once again in person, and we imagine, full of Methodists singing
Halle, Halle, Halle!
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Emilee Reins 10/6
Danny Nelson 10/10
Jackson Schaid 10/11
Dawn Nelson 10/13
Harold Bailey 10/16

David Moore Memorial Gift
Our stained glass cross was finished, delivered and installed this
past month and has been shining beautifully ever since! A very
special thank you to the Moore Family for this generous gift, and
thank you also to Natalie Elverman for coordinating its creation.
We will be dedicating the cross in memory of David Moore on All
Saints Day, Sunday, November 7th at 10:30 a.m.

In the Community
Medicare Advantage Plans are not always advantageous.
Learn more on Friday, October 8th at 10:30 a.m. at The
Community Foundation, 33 E. Woodstock St., Crystal Lake or via
Zoom. Call Lynda to register at 815-943-2740.

Hebron Trunk or Treat
The Hebron Trunk or Treat will take place on
Saturday, October 16th from 2-4 at the A-H
Elementary School, and HUMC will be
there! We are looking for volunteers who
would like to decorate our "trunk" and hand
out candy (see Shirlee). We are also asking
for candy donations. We look forward to
being part of this community event!

Haunted Hebron 5K Fun Run/Walk & Spookie Storytime
This AH Community VBS fundraiser takes place on Saturday,
October 30th at 9:00 A.M. Come run or walk in costume! We will
begin in front of St. John's Lutheran Church and end with storytime
fun and treats at the Hebron Public Library. Register online here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4ea5af2daaf5c25haunted Not a runner or walker but want to participate? Meet up
with our HUMC cheerleaders (we will be dressed as pumpkins)
and come hold a sign and cheer!
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Wellness Interest CHM Survey
Cultivating Health Ministries program is interested in your physical, mental, spiritual, and
emotional well-being. Our partner agencies team-up to work with your congregation to
bring education classes, health screenings and wellness programs. Our goal is to work
with you to achieve the best results possible to meet your hopes and needs and to help
create every opportunity for you to be successful in achieving positive lifestyle changes.

In order to respond to your needs, please check all of your interests and
answer the questions below or fill out our online form BY OCTOBER
31st: https://forms.gle/iFTRJKhiiQUSuK877

Parenting Topics
o Autism
o Parenting Education/Skills
o Grand Parenting
o Teen Stressors
Spiritual Issues
o Advance Care Planning
o Enhancing Your Marriage
o Hospice
o Palliative Care
o Organ Donation
o Grief Support
Addictions
o Drug Abuse
o Alcoholism
o Smoking Cessation
Mental Health & Wellness
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Eating Disorders
Bullying
Suicide Prevention
Depression
Stress Management
Job Loss
Anger Management
Domestic Violence

Other
Additional Topics
o Cholesterol
o CPR Training/AED
o Cancer
o Flu/Covid Vaccine
o Heart Disease
o Shingle Shots
o Arthritis
o Pneumonia Shots
o Diabetes
o Care Giver Support
o High Blood Pressure
o Exercise
o Nutrition
o Alzheimer's/Dementia
o Parkinson's
o Vision/Hearing
o Healthy Aging
o Weight Control
o
o
What is the best time for educational classes?
o o Weekday Mornings
o Weekday Evenings
o Weekends

Church Affiliation (Church you belong to):
__________________________________
Would you attend education classes outside of
your church?
o Yes
o No
Your age: _________
6

Dear Lord, please hear our prayer for the following...
Alberta Austin and her son, Donny, recovering
from surgery

Our former Pastor Jim and Char

Stephanie Claussen’s neighbor, Megan Lackey
and her family as they mourn the passing of her
father.

Our former Pastor Paul and Lynn

Karen Vipond on the passing of her sister-in-law,
Carol, and Carol’s family

Betty Garrett and her family

Dorothy Peterson and her family

Arlyne Mummer

Shirlee Correll’s mother-in-law, Donna, as her
health deteriorates

We pray for all who have suffered as the result of
natural disasters.

Wendy Schaid’s friend, Alberto who was
diagnosed with cancer

We pray for protection and safety for all those
who defend and protect us.

Glenn Hoffmann’s family as they mourn the loss
of Glenn's cousin Lynda, and for Aunt Barb and
cousin, Mike, slowly recovering from COVID at
home

We pray for the victims and families of all who
have been affected by and from violence.
We pray for the return of goodwill and unity
among all people.

Dr. Dan and Denise Staten as she recovers from
surgery

We pray for all those affected by COVID-19 and
its variants and their families; and we pray for the
safety of all medical staff and personnel during
the care of all patients.

Alice and Gordie Johnson
Harold and Juanita Bailey
Dick & Jeneil Border

We pray for our church, the Village of Hebron,
and all leaders - local, state and national; our
church leaders in Hebron, our Prairie Central
District Sup’t., our Bishop and the entire UMC.

Dave Dickey
Joan O’Halleran recovering from shingles

We pray for the names in our hearts that they will
be kept safe from harm. God bless us all. Amen

Katelyn Winter Sampson
Pastor Char & Glenn’s daughter-in-law, Julie, as
she deals with the effects of MS, and Julie’s
family

If you wish to have someone added to our Prayer
List please contact Shirlee on our Nurture Team at
(815) 648-5009 or at offcqueen@aol.com.

Nora Winn at the Fair Oaks Nursing facility

During a mental health crisis, anyone can call the
24-hour National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1800-273-8255. Veterans crisis line is 800-2737255.

Luke Moore
Anita Landry, her son-in-law, Emil and her
daughter, Cora
7

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M. / SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 A.M.
We livestream our Scripture Lesson and Sermon on Sundays around 11:00 a.m. on Facebook @9811MainStreet

Cultivating Health Ministries
Our church has officially adopted the Cultivating Health Ministries program,
making HUMC the first United Methodist Church to participate in this
important outreach! This program will kick off in the new year, but first we
need YOUR HELP. We need to know what kind of services you feel our
church could provide to the congregation and our community. Please print,
fill out and return the enclosed Wellness Interest CHM Survey. You may also
fill out the survey online at https://forms.gle/iFTRJKhiiQUSuK877. We
want to thank you in advance for guiding us to better care for our church
family and our neighbors.
Watch for Construction!
As we work in the Wesley Room, the entryway to that room will not be accessible for a period of time
this fall. Please use the main entrance or the north entrance when entering or exiting the building.
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