
 

  

Hebron United Methodist Church 
9811 Main Street, P.O. Box 323, Hebron, IL 60034 

Catch the Spirit! 

As I sit here writing this article, I know that 
in a few more minutes my world will change. 
The clock will strike midnight and July 1, 
2021 will be here. For those of us in this area 
of the Northern Illinois Annual Conference, 
we will cease to identify ourselves by saying 
we belong to the Elgin District. Instead, we 
will now refer to the district in which we 
reside as the Prairie Central District. The Rev. 
Darneather Murph-Heath will be retired as 
our District Superintendent and the Rev. 
Jeffry Bross will be the new person with 
whom we will have that relationship. (For 
more on this, join us at the next BYOB event, 
Sunday, July 11, 9:00 a.m. in Fellowship 
Hall.) 
 
For me personally, my time of serving as the 
Chairperson of the Elgin District Committee 
(Continues on page 2) 

The Pastor Ponders... 
  ...What Shall We 

Make of These Liminal Times? 
 

For surely I know the plans I have for you, 

says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not 

for harm, to give you a future with hope. 

Jeremiah 29: 11 

 

Liminal – situated at the threshold 

 
 

**Mark Your Calendar** 
 

Sunday, July 11th - 9:00 a.m. 
BYOB event with Pastor Char - Discussing the 

structure of the UMC 
 

July 15th - July 30th 
Pastor Char will be on vacation. Steve Johnson and 

Roy Bailey will be guest preaching. 
 

Saturday, July 31st - 9:00 a.m. Village Hall 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace Build Day!  

(Donations need to be sent in by July 11th) 

 
Sunday, August 1st 9:00 a.m. 

Council Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our updates continue!  We have installed our new sound 
system and continue to fine tune it.  We have approved 
the design of our new stained glass cross, which is 
expected to be completed in 3 - 4 weeks.  Finally, we are 
working on making our church more accessible by 
widening space around the pews and prepping the 
Wesley Room for the demo and then installation of the 
new entryway and lift coming this fall.  
 
 

Building Update 
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on Ministry will officially end. While I was asked to serve as co-chair of the Prairie Central DCOM, 
during a time of prayerful discernment, I felt I needed some time away from that responsibility to refresh 
and renew myself. I was really blessed to be meeting the new folks who were answering a call to ordained 
ministry, listening to their excitement about what the church of the future could be and their enthusiasm 
as they made disciples of Jesus Christ, wrestling with questions of theology and the practice of faith, and 
mentoring new leadership. I was energized, but it was also a time consuming and challenging task. There 
are ways of doing those things I enjoy and using my God-given gifts without providing that type of 
leadership. 
 
A year and a half ago, I made a similarly tough decision, the decision to retire, even though I still enjoyed 
pastoring full-time. Again, it was after a time of discernment, and a time of realizing that I was beginning 
to face different priorities in my life. And so, last year, on July 1, I officially retired from full-time 
ministry. BUT, I did not retire from ministry totally, and obviously God still had some wonderful plans 
for me as an ordained person. Because on July 1 last year, I also started a new phase in my life, as the 
retired, yet part-time pastor of the small, but mighty, Hebron United Methodist Church. And, it’s been a 
year of joy-filled surprises.  COVID was challenging for us. Our building project was challenging for 
us. They took their toll, but they also helped us to see our strengths, to determine what was important 
and value it even more, and to find gifts and skills we weren’t aware that we had. As the restrictions 
loosen and we move into a new phase of our life together, each day becomes fresh and special. We can 
see each other face-to-face. Hugging is starting to happen. We can sing! We are getting ready to serve 
coffee after worship. We’re starting to think about new ministries in which we want to be involved. We 
can’t go back, but we can go forward. We may not always know what forward is, but I’m confident that 
along with the challenges there will be many surprising blessings. One of the things we are learning is 
that it is possible to unlearn the “we’ve always done it this way before.” Take worship for instance. We 
seem to have a bit of confusion as to when to stand and when to sit even though we’ve “always done it 
this way before.” And you know something? We’re still leaving worship uplifted, filled, knowing that 
we have glorified God and been touched by the Holy Spirit no matter what position we did it in.  
 
Pastors are required to have a summer interview/evaluation (now we are calling them summer 
conversations) with our District Superintendent each year. I had mine today. I lifted up some of the 
exciting things that are happening at HUMC and the plans we have for the future. We also talked about 
the state of the denomination, the state of the NIC, and plans for our new district. Folks are already 
working on new Lay Academy opportunities, and ways to partner with neighboring churches to share 
resources (classes, Confirmation, mission projects, etc.). Yes, there is still a lot in flux, still much that 
hasn’t been determined. We are still in liminal times, but that doesn’t mean we can’t prepare for a future 
with hope. Continue to pray and to discern where God is leading us next. 
 
God’s blessings! 
Pastor Char 
 

The Pastor Ponders (continued) 
 

We are in need of volunteers to be greeters and liturgists!  Please see Shirlee if you would be willing to 
volunteer for at least one Sunday this summer.  If you are interested in being liturgist, but find the chancel 
area inaccessible, we would be happy to accommodate by moving the lectern to the main floor. Thank 
you for your participation! 
 
Shirlee Correll and Alberta Austin, Co-chairs of Nurture 
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  Thanks to everyone who gave to our May/June mission! On July 11th, we will launch 
  our July/August Mission Focus: Mision Fronteras in the Lake Titicaca region of Peru 
and Bolivia. Started in 2009 by two members of Downer’s Grove First UMC, this mission seeks to 
support and strengthen local churches in one of the poorest regions of both countries. Home to two 
indigenous peoples, the Aymara and Quechua, this mission works to help local churches become 
resource centers for their communities, strengthening their economy, health, and sustainability.  Please 
consider giving to this important mission during July and August.  There will be special offering 
envelopes during in-person worship and you can always give online via our Tithe.ly page or by sending 
your gift to HUMC PO Box 323 Hebron, IL 60034  Attn: Dawn. 
 
-Kate Johnson, Outreach 
 
 
 

Do you want to make a difference in the life of a child right here in our community? Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace is an American non-profit 501 organization that builds and delivers beds to children ages 3-17 who 
do not have beds to sleep in.  Check out these great photos and videos from the local chapter in Cary, IL 
here.  Our Hebron area churches, businesses and community members are coming together for a bed 
building event at the Village Hall parking lot in Hebron. We are looking for volunteers for about 3-4 
hours on Saturday, July 31st starting at 9:00 a.m. There have been children in Hebron who have already 
benefited from this great ministry!  Let's help this great community effort.  Here are ways you can help: 
 
 1.  Make a monetary donation by July 11th!  Drop a donation in our offering plate or make one 
online by July 11th. Payments can be made to HUMC with notation for "Sleep in Heavenly Peace." 
 
 2.  Donate bedding!  Purchase any new twin size bed-in-a-bag, or new pillows, comforters, 
blankets, or sheets and bring them to the church by Friday, July 30th. 
 
 3.  Donate water and gatorade!  The HUMC has volunteered to provide a drink tent for all the 
builders.  We have a tent and some coolers, but we are looking for donations for water and gatorade by 
Friday July 30th. 
 
 4.  Come to the event!  We are looking for builders (ages 14+) on Saturday, July 31st at 9:00 
a.m. at the Hebron Village Hall parking lot to help build the beds. If you aren't a builder, but you can help 
set up a tent and/or hand out drinks, we can use you too!  Contact Stephanie after worship on Sunday or 
call/text at 815-715-2956 if you are interested in helping on that day! 
 

After 25 years of ministry, our Elgin District Superintendent, Rev. Darneather  
Murph-Heath, is retiring.  We will never forget her moving words 4 years ago  
when she came to our church and spoke at our building fundraiser kick-off event.  We are blessed to have 
had her leadership and we hope to see her at our church again soon.  Congratulations Rev. Murph-Heath! 
May God bless you and be with you as you enter into this new journey! 
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Happy Birthday! 
 

Kate Johnson  7/3 
Megan Menge  7/4 
Sharon Smith  7/4 
Holly Arthur  7/9 

Nevaeh Torres 7/12 
Evie Halbmaier  7/14 

Naomi Elverman  7/17 
McKenzie Maule  7/18 

Deidre Moore Burgar 7/24 
Riley Elverman 7/27 

 
 

Our kids had a wonderful time at VBS earlier 
this month!  We gathered outside of St. John's 
Lutheran Church where Lutherdale Bible 
Camp led the kids (and even the adults) in 
songs, dance and games.  They told stories 
and taught of God's infinite and unconditional 
love.  A great message for all our VBS kids! 
 

N.O.W. - Nurture 
 

HUMC KIDS!  

Welcome Francesca Ruby Burgar! 
 
Francesca was born on June 2nd, 7 lbs. 10 oz. and 20.5 inches 
long.  Congratulations to Deidre and Lucas Burgar on your new 
arrival!  May God bless you both on your wonderful journey into 
parenthood!  We welcome "Frankie" with joy and love! 

On June 13th we gathered for worship at the 
HUMC and celebrated our first Pride Sunday! It 
was a beautiful service which inspired us to 
continue our church's growth to become a better 
reflection of God's inclusive love.  What a joy it 
was to see everyone wearing rainbow ribbons and 
leis, rainbow t-shirts, and if you looked hard 
enough, even rainbow socks.  After worship, a 
group from our church attended the Woodstock 
Pride Fest and met with another church who had 
a tent there with a banner, postcards and bracelets 
- which was also very inspiring and led to some 
creative brainstorming for HUMC involvement in 
Woodstock Pride Fest 2022.   
 
Thank you to everyone who participated in this 
service, as well as the following week when we 
celebrated Juneteenth.  Let's continue to praise 
our wondrous Creator as we learn how to better 
care for and love our neighbors. "Partners on this 

path of freedom, taking down each stifling wall, 

we will open doors of welcome, bringing hope 

and joy to all." -Jann Aldredge-Clanton 
 
Stephanie Claussen & Dave Dickey 
Witness Team 
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Dr. Dan Staten 
 
Denise Staten recovering from surgery 
 
Myrna Hoeft recovering from shoulder surgery 
 
James Hampton recovering from shoulder surgery 
 
Gordon Johnson experiencing health problems, 
and Alice as she takes care of him 
 
Doris Glover experiencing health problems 
 
Dave VanDan experiencing health problems 
 
Harold and Juanita Bailey 
 
Debbie Arnold’s Uncle Ben having radiation for 
throat cancer; her cousin, Julie having health 
issues 
 
Jeneil Border experiencing health problems 
 
Dave Dickey experiencing health problems 
 
Katelyn Winter Sampson 
 
Alberta Austin, and her son, Marty, going through 
chemo for bladder cancer 
 
Pastor Char & Glenn’s daughter-in-law, Julie, as 
she deals with the effects of  MS, and Glenn 
experiencing health problems 
 
Jack Proesel at Burr Oak Manor 
 
Nora Winn at the Fair Oaks Nursing facility 
 
Luke Moore 
 
Anita Landry, her son-in-law, Emil, on oxygen 
24/7, & her daughter, Cora, as she takes care of 
both 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Lord, please hear our prayer for the following... 

N.O.W. - Witness 
 

Our former Pastor Jim and Char recovering from 
surgery         
 
Our former Pastor Paul and Lynn 
 
Dorothy Peterson’s family 
 
Betty Garrett 
 
Arlyne Mummer 
 
We pray for all who have suffered as the result of 
natural disasters. 
 
We pray for protection and safety for all those 
who defend and protect us. 
 
We pray for the victims and families of all who 
have been affected by and from violence. 
 
We pray for the return of goodwill and unity 
among all people. 
 
We pray for all those affected by COVID-19 and 
their families; and we pray for the safety of all 
medical staff and personnel during the care of all 
patients. 
 
We pray for our church, the Village of Hebron, 
and all leaders - local, state and national; our 
church leaders in Hebron, our Prairie Central 
District Sup’t., our Bishop and the entire UMC. 
 
We pray for the names in our hearts that they will 
be kept safe from harm.  God bless us all. Amen 
 
If you wish to have someone added to our Prayer 
List please contact Shirlee on our Nurture Team at 
(815) 648-5009 or at offcqueen@aol.com. 
 
During a mental health crisis, anyone can call the 
24-hour National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-
800-273-8255. Veterans crisis line is 800-273-
7255. 
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Happy 
Anniversary! 

 
Margie & Dave Moore 7/24 

 
 
 

 
 
 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M. IN PERSON! 
We livestream our 10:30 worship service on Facebook @9811MainStreet with that recording made 
available Sunday afternoon on our website at www.hebronmethodist.org  

Our Church Council has updated its health guidance: 
 
For those who have been fully vaccinated, masks are now optional in our 
building.  We will also be bringing back our Fellowship Cafe (coffee only) 
beginning July 11th.   For those who have not yet been vaccinated, we kindly 
urge mask wearing and social distancing. If you require assistance in getting the 
vaccine please contact health@mchenrycountyil.gov or call 815-334-4045. You 
may also contact us at churchoffice@hebronmethodist.org. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Quick Reminder: Now that we are back to in person worship, we are also back to regular expenses related 
to building upkeep and utilities.  We ask that you please keep your giving current. For online giving go to 
our website at www.hebronmethodist.org or click here. Thank you! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 


