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Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put 
a new and right spirit within me.  
Psalm 51: 10  
 
I’ve been spending a lot of time in my car 
recently and listening to the radio helps to 
pass the time.  The 1-800-GOT JUNK 
commercial is a staple of the drive, and there 
are days when I’m very tempted to give it a 
call.  The thought of pointing at a pile of 
boxes and having them magically disappear 
seems like the perfect solution to many of my 
problems.  I often wonder what I would truly 
miss if that happened. 
 
I’m not quite sure how or when the idea of 
spring cleaning came into being, but, as 
spring approaches (at least on the calendar!), 
it seems to be something that we start to think 
about. Perhaps it started way back when 
people carpeted their homes with straw, 
heated their abodes with fire, and wore fur for 
warmth. Spring just seemed like a good time 
to clean out all the ashes and dust, rid 
themselves of the vermin, and air out the 
musty smell that had developed over the 
winter. Houses were filled with fresh straw, 
windows were uncovered to let the fresh air 
and sunshine in, and colorful flowers  
 

The Pastor Ponders... 
  ...WHAT NEEDS TO GO? 
 

IN-PERSON COMMUNION THIS MONTH  
We will have an in-person Holy Communion 
Service at the church on Sunday, March 7th at 
10:30 a.m.  We are tentatively planning in-person 
gatherings for Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday.  
Please review our social distancing guidelines on 
our website if you plan to attend. Our online 
service will also be available that day. 
 
LENTEN STUDY ONLINE - Begins March 3rd. 
Pastor Char leads this journey through Adam 
Hamilton's book "24 Hours that Changed the 
World."  We will meet once a week on Zoom on 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m.  For a link to join, please 
email churchoffice@hebronmethodist.org. 
 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS IS MARCH 14TH 
Don't forget to change your clocks! Spring ahead! 
 
NEXT CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
March 21st at 9:00 a.m. 

***Mark your Calendar*** 
 

http://hebronmethodist.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/ReTurn-to-Church-plan.pdf
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completed the decoration. And, since the ice had 
melted off the rivers and lakes, I’m assuming that 
bathing was also part of the yearly ritual.  
 
Perhaps spring cleaning started with the Jewish 
tradition of the Passover, a festival which takes 
place in the spring. During that time God’s people 
were forbidden to eat anything with leaven or 
anything that had been fermented. Prior to the 
Passover celebration, it was the custom to clean 
one’s house from top to bottom to make sure 
nothing “unclean” was hidden away in the 
corners.  
 
No matter how it came into being, the idea of 
spring cleaning remains. It’s a time of airing out 
the house, cleaning out closets and other places 
where “stuff” seems to accumulate, washing 
windows, and rearranging furniture. It’s hard 
work, but it usually leaves us with a sense of 
accomplishment and a new lease on life.  
 
For followers of Jesus Christ, the season of Lent 
is a time of spiritual spring cleaning as we are 
invited to spend some time reflecting on and 
getting rid of those things that tend to be 
cluttering up or dirtying up our lives so that we 
can experience the freedom and joy of Easter. 
However, as we get rid of the “junk,” it also 
means that we have space to fill with some new 
and beautiful things as well. During our Lenten 
time of reading scripture, prayer, fasting, 
worship, and service, we clean our hearts of old 
anger, hurts, fear, disappointment, criticism, 
insecurity, hatred, and anything else that stands in 
the way of our relationship to God and others, and 
we fill them with love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, generosity, and 
self-control – the delicious and pleasing fruit of 
the Spirit. Only then can we truly be ready to 
celebrate the light and the life that the Easter 
resurrection in Christ brings.  
 
Wishing you a blessed and holy (and fruitful) 
Lent!  
 
Pastor Char 
 

The Pastor Ponders (continued) 
 

BUILDING UPDATE 
 

We are receiving news that more and more of our 
church family members are getting vaccinated!  
We'd like to extend a special thank you to Chief 
Linneman and his team at the Hebron Fire Station 
for administering 115 Covid-19 vaccines to 
members of the community in February. 
 

The insulation has been installed giving the 
sanctuary a new R value of 30 in the exterior 
walls and 49 in the ceiling.  As it lowers our 
heating costs, this new look warms both body 
and soul.  However, it won't last long.  The 
drywallers are scheduled to start immediately 
so our challenge for the month of March is to 
decide what color(s) we use to paint the 
sanctuary and who should we choose to paint 
it.  All suggestions and opinions are 
welcome. 
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N.O.W. TEAM - OUTREACH 
 

    Rainbow Covenant  
 
    Since 1948, the Methodist Church has offered the opportunity for local  
    churches to make “advances” through the Rainbow Covenant to support  
    projects throughout the world.  Our goal is to make mission-giving as a  
    regular part of our church work. 
 
We plan to spend 2 months focusing on each color of the “rainbow” and kick-off with the ORANGE 
band, which focuses on disaster relief.  During the months of March and April, we are asking members 
of the HUMC to consider giving a little extra in each offering to support the work of UMCOR.   
 
We are also reviewing options to pay our offerings online if desired. Stay tuned for more information!  
Until then please continue to send your checks to Hebron United Methodist Church Attn: Dawn PO Box 
323 Hebron, IL 60034.  Please let Dawn know what amount you wish to pledge to UMCOR and our 
orange band. 
 
Thanks in advance for all your support,  
-Kate Johnson, Outreach committee  
 

General Conference 2020 Postponed Again 
 
The Commission on the General Conference made a decision to further postpone the 2020 General 
Conference until August 29 – September 6, 2022 in Minneapolis, Minn. as the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues to affect the safety of mass gatherings and travel. 
 
It is the Commission’s responsibility to select the site and set the dates of General Conference. 
Further, the Book of Discipline requires the Commission on the General Conference to "take 
necessary measures to assure full participation of all General Conference delegates." The 
Commission concluded that mandate was not achievable by means of either an in-person meeting in 
2021 or a virtual meeting. 
 
A Special Session of the General Conference has been called for May 8, 2021.  The sole purpose of 
the Special Session is to affirm the use of mail-in paper ballots to allow the necessary work of the 
church to be carried out in the interim (things such as budgeting, salaries, other administrative duties 
by Discipline).  There can be no discussion or balloting for some of the major debatable issues 
(LGBTQ legislation, for instance) during this session. 
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Happy Birthday! 

 
Alex Arthur  3/19 

Minka Roeker  3/22 
Jeff Arnold  3/30 
Tally Moore  3/26 

 

Happy Anniversary! 
Sharon Smith & Kris Bottlemy  3/25 

 

We continue having fun with our online 
Sunday School class!  For a link to our bi-
monthly class offering just click on the link 
in the “Are You Ready for Church?” emails 

or email us at  
churchoffice@hebronmethodist.org 

 

HUMC KIDS!  
On February 9th, members of our church family 
gathered to share ideas and discuss creative ways for 
us to use the $100,000 gift from the estate of Richard 
Tibbetts.  We identified 4 different general priorities 
for the money and discussed each one individually.   
 
The first priority suggested was for mission and 
outreach.  It is typical when a church receives a large 
gift to set aside some to go directly to people in need.  
There was broad support and enthusiasm for this use.   
 
The second use was for the update and improvement 
of our physical structure: not only to make our church 
more accessible, but to also allow us to once again 
welcome the community safely and comfortably.   
 
The third use discussed was focused on how to 
become a living, breathing church in the community.  
Questions were asked such as, “How do we want to 
reach out into Hebron?” How can this gift help us 
pursue our mission, “Creating pathways to serve and 
love God’s people” and vision, “To be God’s 
inclusive love”?   
 
The final use that was proposed was the option of 
investing a portion of the gift, letting it grow until it is 
needed.   
 
At the end of the meeting, Pastor Char noted that we 
are still wrapping up our Sanctuary 
renovation/Construction Project, there is no rush to 
use this gift, and it will be good to pray and reflect as 
we move forward.   
 
Summary submitted by Kate Johnson 
 

SPECIAL MEETING - GIFT DISCUSSION 

mailto:churchoffice@hebronmethodist.org
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Alberta Austin who has been taken by ambulance 
to the McHenry hospital 
 
Betty Garrett who has been experiencing some 
health problems 
 
Wendy Schaid's father, Bill, recovering from 
spinal fusion surgery 
 
Jeanne and Marlo Johnson as Jeanne is 
undergoing chemo 
 
Debbie Arnold’s dad, Dick Border, experiencing 
health problems 
 
Dawn Nelson’s nephew, Donnie, undergoing 
chemo for Non-Hodgkins Lymphoma 
 
Dave Dickey experiencing health problems 
 
Pastor Char & Glenn’s daughter-in-law, Julie, as 
she deals with effects  MS 
 
Jack Proesel at Burr Oak Manor 
 
Nora Winn at the Fair Oaks Nursing facility 
 
Luke Moore 
 
Anita Landry, her son-in-law, Emil, on oxygen 
24/7, & her daughter, Cora, as she takes care of 
both 
 
Our former Pastor Jim and Char 
 
Our former Pastor Paul and Lynn 
 
Dorothy Peterson’s family 
 
Betty Garrett’s son-in-law, Doug Schneiderman, 
recovering from back surgery 
 
Arlyne Mummer 
 
 
 
 

Dear Lord, please hear our prayer for the following... 

We pray for all who have suffered as the result of 
natural disasters. 
 
We pray for protection and safety for all those 
who defend and protect us. 
 
We pray for the victims and families of all who 
have been affected by and from violence. 
 
We pray for the return of goodwill and unity 
among all people. 
 
We pray for all those affected by COVID-19 and 
their families; and we pray for the safety of all 
medical staff and personnel during the care of all 
patients. 
 
We pray for our church, the Village of Hebron, 
and all leaders - local, state and national; our 
church leaders in Hebron, our Elgin District 
Sup’t., our Bishop and the entire UMC. 
 
We pray for the names in our hearts that they will 
be kept safe from harm.  God bless us all. Amen 
 
If you wish to have someone added to our Prayer 
List please contact Shirlee on our Nurture Team at 
(815) 648-5009 or at offcqueen@aol.com. 
 
During a mental health crisis, anyone can call the 
24-hour National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-
800-273-8255. Veterans crisis line is 800-273-
7255. 
 

mailto:offcqueen@aol.com
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ONLINE! 
www.hebronmethodist.org and find us on  

You are encouraged to read this Psalm and 
Prayer daily during the season of Lent. 
 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new 
and right spirit within me.  Do not cast me away 
from your presence, and do not take your holy 
spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of your 
salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.  Then 
I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners 
will return to you.  Deliver me from bloodshed, 
O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue 
will sing aloud of your deliverance.  O Lord, 
open my lips, and my mouth will declare your 
praise.  For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I 
were to give a burnt offering, you would not be 
pleased.  The sacrifice acceptable to God is a 
broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, 
you will not despise.  Psalm 51:10-17 

 

Lenten Prayer 
 
Gracious God, you have brought us to this season 
of Lent, this time of preparation for crucifixion and 
resurrection.  Give us courage to examine 
ourselves, to be honest about who we are and to 
what we are called, that, on Easter morning, we 
might meet our Savior with joy; to whom with you 
and the Spirit, one holy God, be honor and praise, 
now and forever.  Amen.  (Thomas Harding, 1990) 
 
Give thanks for blessings and pray for: the 
worldwide church, the HUMC congregation, 
leaders and those in power, those who are hurting 
(sick, injured, grieving, depressed), those who care 
for us and keep us safe, teachers and students, our 
enemies, other joys and concerns, ourselves. 

 

http://www.hebronmethodist.org/
http://www.hebronmethodist.org/
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