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On October 29, for the first time in a little 
over 25+ years, Glenn and I were no longer 
“bi-polar.”  Ever since I was ordained, we 
have had at least 2 houses which have held 
some of our possessions and in which we 
have slept from time to time.  In the 
beginning, it made sense.  I was appointed to 
Polo, and Glenn still worked for a company 
in Addison.  His job required him to travel 
quite frequently and getting to O’Hare from 
Polo for a 5 a.m. flight just didn’t seem very 
practical.  I felt that it was important to live 
in the community in which I served.  So, we 
moved part of our “stuff” to Polo and left the 
rest in Addison, rented a PO Box, and began 
living in more than one place. 
 
Over the years, things changed and Glenn and 
I began living in one location.  However, 
various family members needed shelter from 
time to time, people died and it became my 
responsibility to dispose of their worldly 
possessions (something nearly impossible to  
 (Continues on page 2) 

The Pastor Ponders... 
...What Shall We Do With  

All This Stuff? 
But God proves God’s love for us in that 

while we still were sinners Christ died for us.   

Romans 5: 8 
 

 

**Mark Your Calendar** 
 

Sunday, November 7th  
SPRC Meets 9:30 a.m. 

All Saints Sunday 10:30 a.m.  
(Daylight Saving Time Ends) 

 
Sunday, November 14th 

Baptism of Francesca Burgar - 10:30 a.m. 
SPRC - 3:00 p.m. / Church Conference - 4:00 p.m. 

 
Tuesday, November 16th - 10:00 a.m. 

N.O.W. Meeting 
 

Tuesday, November 23rd - 7:00 p.m. 
Community Thanksgiving Service at St. John's 

 
Sunday, November 28 - 10:30 a.m. 

Hanging of the Greens during and after worship. 
Luncheon to follow 

 
SAVE THESE DATES: 
Sunday, December 5th 

Council Meeting 9:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, December 19th 
Children's Christmas Program 10:30 a.m. 
Lunch, Games, Christmas Fun 11:30 a.m. 

Tufo School of Music Fall Musicale 2:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, December 24th 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 7:30 p.m. 
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do given my time constraints), and the housing market fluctuated making it unwise to sell the house.  
Therefore, the Addison house became the family closet, housing left-over furniture, everyone’s 
refrigerator artwork, and various memorabilia basically worthless to the outside world, but priceless in 
the eyes of family members – stuff that is difficult to let go of. 
 
As I was sitting in the middle of a pile of this stuff, feeling more than a little bit overwhelmed, it struck 
me that it’s a good thing that, no matter how tarnished, or imperfect, or blemished we are, we are all still 
priceless in God’s sight.  It doesn’t matter if we fall short of perfection, if we suffer from broken hearts 
or faded minds or tarnished souls, God still considers us valuable.  God has the ability and the will to 
restore us to our original grandeur.  And, besides, there’s plenty of room in God’s house.  There will 
always be enough space for all of us.  Those are special promises and something for which I am grateful 
this year. 
 
After that wonderful epiphany, I came back to earth surrounded by the same pile of stuff.  I realized that 
1) I am not God.  This stuff will always be less than perfect. 2) I will continue to love and remember the 
original creators/possessors of this stuff long after it disappears.  3)  It is time to “let go” of everyone 
else’s “baggage” and move forward (a column for another day).  And so I emptied the house, filled the 
dumpster, and Glenn and I signed on the dotted line, wishing the buyers the health, happiness, and home 
that we experienced in that building, and vowing to live a little more simply, but nevertheless fully, in 
the one place we now call “home.” (or Hoffmann Heights if you get our answering machine). 
 
Special blessings from our home to yours this Thanksgiving season, 
Pastor Char + Glenn 
 

The Pastor Ponders (continued) 
 

Work continues now on our south side entrance.  Last week, we removed some of the sidewalk and steps 
leading up to the entrance and installed the form work in preparation for the concrete, which was poured 
this week, and will connect the south side entrance to the sidewalk and parking lot.  We will continue to 
work throughout this month to ready the entryway for the installation of the new lift.  In the meantime, 
please continue to use the main entrance or north entrance of the building. 
 
-Steve Johnson and Shirlee Correll, Building Committee 
 
 

Building Update 
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We are entering the season of “thanks”giving and in this last year we have so much to be thankful for: 
Online services when we weren’t able to meet in person; a fully restored sanctuary to worship in; flowers 
and decorations to add beauty to our sanctuary; Sunday School starting again; our after church Café 
serving coffee and goodies; and being able to congregate again. This is only part of what we’ve been 
able to do this last year with more to come.  Everyone’s efforts, no matter how big or how small, are 
greatly appreciated. 
 
In the spirit of giving, November 14th is Organ and Tissue Sunday.  We will be collecting “tissue” items 
through November 21st - Kleenex, toilet paper, paper towels, diapers, etc.  All items can be brought to 
the church and after the 21st will be taken to the Hebron Community Food Pantry.  All items you so 
generously donate are greatly appreciated! 
 
Our church will again be participating in the Secret Santa program through the Alden-Hebron Schools. 
I should have a list of children by November 8th.  If you wish to participate by sponsoring a child or 
children please let me know.  You will be given the information on each child - gender, age, clothing 
and shoe sizes, and gift desires.  If you are unable to sponsor a child but would like to participate, we 
will be looking for monetary donations to buy tins of popped popcorn (as we’ve done in the past), 
wrapping paper/gift bags, ribbons, etc.  
  
November 28th is the first Sunday in Advent - and we all know what that means - Hanging of the 
Greens!  We will be decorating the church that day followed by a chili luncheon.  So bring your energy 
to help make the church look beautiful and your appetite to reward yourself for a job well done.  God 
bless all of you for your hard work, your enthusiasm, and your strong faith! 
 
As was written in Phillipians 1:9 - “My prayer for you is that you will overflow more and more with 

love for others.”  
 
Shirlee and Alberta, Co-Chairs Nurture 
 
 

N.O.W. Team - Nurture         
  

We had a great time at the Haunted Hebron 5K on Saturday!   
Runners (and walkers) of all ages donned their race shirts and 
enjoyed the brisk fall weather.  The HUMC cheering section 
was enthusiastic and in costume (thanks Pastor Char, Kris, 
and Stephanie!) Afterwards, everyone was welcomed into 
the library where there was pumpkin decorating and spooky 
storytime.  It was a great time; thanks to all who participated!  
All the funds raised go towards our 2022 VBS: Monumental.  
Stay tuned for more information in early 2022! 
 
Special thanks to Wendy, Shirlee, and Karen for representing 
HUMC at the Alden-Hebron Schools Trunk or Treat.  The 
event was held in the school parking lot and it was a huge hit 
for the kids. We hear the candy went fast! 
 
-Kate Johnson, Outreach 
 
 
 

                    N.O.W. Team - Outreach         
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Happy Birthday! 
 

Cody Nelson   11/2 
Chela Johnson  11/8 

Ulysses Johnson  11/10 
Shirlee Correll  11/13 
Eamon Johnson 11/13 
Alberta Austin  11/14 
Mike Schaid  11/14 
Ashley Reins  11/17 
Karen Vipond  11/25 

 
Happy Anniversary! 

 
Dawn & Danny Nelson  11/10 
 

Our HUMC Kids have been so busy this 
month!  We have been hard at work 
memorizing the Old Testament books of the 
Bible, learning the story of Joseph and the 
importance of forgiveness and reconciliation, 
"Bible Hunting" or learning to look up verses 
in our Bibles, and learning the parts of a United 
Methodist worship service.  We were very 
proud of our HUMC kids for participating in 
Laity Sunday and for beating out the 
congregation in Jeopardy during the Children's 
Chat.  As a reward, they watched Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat during 
Sunday School on Oct. 31 while enjoying some 
fun treats! 
 
As we look ahead, we are asking you to mark 
your calendars for December 19th!  The 
HUMC Kids will be leading the worship 
service that day with a retelling of the birth of 
our Lord! We hope you join us on this special 
day, followed by some food and fun in the 
Fellowship Hall! 
 
Stephanie Claussen, Sunday School Teacher 
 

N.O.W. - Nurture 
 

HUMC KIDS!  

  Did you fill out your Cultivating Health Ministries 
survey? We are collecting the last of the surveys to help guide us as 
we make decisions later this month on which programs we will be 
offering in 2022.  We are very excited to be working with CHM and 
with St. John's Lutheran Church to care for our church and 
community members and provide better physical, mental and 
spiritual wellness in the coming year.  If you haven't filled out your 
survey yet, please do it ASAP!  Click here or grab a paper survey at 
our church, St. John's, or the Hebron Library.  
 
 

Cultivating Health Ministries 
 

            

CHM at work in our county - Coming soon to Hebron in 2022! 
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Dear Lord, please hear our prayer for the following... 

N.O.W. - Witness 
 

We pray for all who have suffered as the result of 
natural disasters. 
 
We pray for protection and safety for all those 
who defend and protect us. 
 
We pray for the victims and families of all who 
have been affected by and from violence. 
 
We pray for the return of goodwill and unity 
among all people. 
 
We pray for all those affected by COVID-19 and 
its variants and their families; and we pray for the 
safety of all medical staff and personnel during 
the care of all patients. 
 
We pray for our church, the Village of Hebron, 
and all leaders - local, state and national; our 
church leaders in Hebron, our Prairie Central 
District Sup’t., our Bishop and the entire UMC. 
 
We pray for the names in our hearts that they will 
be kept safe from harm.  God bless us all. Amen 
 
If you wish to have someone added to our Prayer 
List please contact Shirlee on our Nurture Team at 
(815) 648-5009 or at offcqueen@aol.com. 
 
During a mental health crisis, anyone can call the 
24-hour National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-
800-273-8255. Veterans crisis line is 800-273-
7255. 
 
**Alberta Austin 
    11906 McKinley Ave. Apt. 102B 
    Hebron, IL 60034 
 
 

Alberta Austin on the passing of her son, Marty 
** If you wish to send a sympathy card see 
below** 
 
Shirlee Correll’s mother-in-law, Donna, as her 
health deteriorates 
 
Wendy Schaid’s friend, Alberto who was 
diagnosed with cancer 
 
Dr. Dan & Denise Staten 
 
Alice & Gordie Johnson 
 
Harold & Juanita Bailey 
 
Dick & Jeneil Border 
 
Dave Dickey 
 
Joan O’Halleran experiencing health problems 
 
Katelyn Winter Sampson 
 
Pastor Char & Glenn’s daughter-in-law, Julie, and 
her family, as they deal with the effects of  MS 
 
Nora Winn at the Fair Oaks Nursing facility 
 
Luke Moore 
 
Anita Landry, her son-in-law, Emil & her 
daughter, Cora 
 
Our former Pastor Jim & Char         
 
Our former Pastor Paul & Lynn 
 
Dorothy Peterson & her family 
 
Betty Garrett & her family 
 
Arlyne Mummer 
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Happy 
Anniversary! 

 
Margie & Dave Moore 7/24 

 
 
 
 
 
 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M. / SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 A.M. 
We livestream our Scripture Lesson and Sermon on Sundays around 11:00 a.m. on Facebook @9811MainStreet  

Church Conference 2021 
Join us as we welcome Bishop Hopkins in person for our 2021 Church  
Conference!  Beginning at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 14th at the  
HUMC, we will have an open discussion & prayer regarding the following: 
 
1) What are some of the storms your church faced this past year? 
2) How have you seen Jesus being a "way maker" for your church? 
3) Where is Jesus calling your church to help others this next year? 
 
We look forward to seeing you there and sharing this important discussion! 
 
For those on the Staff Parish Relations Committee, we will also be meeting at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, 

November 7th and at 3:00 p.m. on November 14th before the Church Conference. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

You are warmly invited to the Community Thanksgiving Service in person 
on Tuesday, November 23rd at 7:00 p.m. at St. John's Lutheran Church. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

 
 
 
 
 


