
 

  

Hebron United Methodist Church 
9811 Main Street, P.O. Box 323, Hebron, IL 60034 

Catch the Spirit! 
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According to the UMC Program Calendar, 
The National Day of Prayer is scheduled for 
May 6 this year (1st Thursday of May). While 
I have participated in this observation at 
various churches throughout my lifetime, I 
decided to Google it to see what it was 
intended to be.  According to the NDP 
website,  The National Day of Prayer is an 
annual observance held on the first 
Thursday of May, inviting people of all 
faiths to pray for the nation. It was created 
in 1952 by a joint resolution of the United 
States Congress, and signed into law by 
President Harry S. Truman.  Most of the 
published material comes from the NDP 
Task Force which is Judeo-Christian in 
make-up.   
 

The Pastor Ponders... 
  ...What About the 

National Day of Prayer? 
 
Pray about everything; tell God your needs 
and don’t forget to thank God for the answers. 
If you do this, you will experience God’s 
peace, which is far more wonderful than the 
world can understand. Philippians 4: 6 – 7. 

 
 

We are gradually 
returning to in person worship! 

 
Sunday May 2, 2021- Holy Communion 

Brief in person service - Fellowship Hall 10:30 a.m. 
Pre-recorded online service also available  

 
Sunday May 9, 2021 - Mother's Day 

Full in person service in the Sanctuary at 10:30 a.m. 
No pre-recorded online service 

LIVE STREAM of in person worship on Facebook 
LIVE STREAM recording will be available on our 

website by Sunday afternoon 
 

Sunday May 16, 2021 
No in person worship service 

Final pre-recorded online service  
 

Sunday May 23, 2021 - Pentecost Sunday 
Full in person service in the Sanctuary at 10:30 a.m. 

No pre-recorded online service.  
LIVE STREAM of in person worship on Facebook  
LIVE STREAM recording will be available on our 

website by Sunday afternoon 
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I think that setting aside a day to pray for our nation is a really great idea!  BUT!  I also think that 
we need to be mindful of a few things as we pray.  1) There are many in our nation who are extremely 
faithful folks who love the US and pray for it regularly but are not of the Judeo-Christian faith.  The 
intention of our forebears was not to turn the US into a Christian nation.  2)  Much of the material 
written for this observation is well-meaning, yet it tends to be conservative and references to God 
and people are masculine.  I think diversity in God and God’s creation needs to be acknowledged 
and that God is always encouraging new and life-giving practices.  3)  I don’t believe that God 
blesses the US over other nations.  I can find no place in the Bible that specifically mentions this 
situation.  “For God so loved the world ….” 
 
According to Google, truthorfiction.com reported that in 2007 a rumor started stating that a 
“grassroots” group of people had gotten together to encourage folks in the US to stop what they were 
doing at 9 PM Eastern Time to spend a minute in prayer for the safety of the US, our troops, our citizens, 
for the morals of this nation, and for peace.  The group reported that during WWII, an advisor to Winston 
Churchill organized a group of people who stopped each evening at a specified hour to spend 1 minute 
in prayer for the safety of England, its people, and peace. Allegedly, the bombing in England stopped 
shortly afterwards. According to truthorfiction.com, this rumor may have been based on “The Big Ben 
Movement,” which was started by W. Tudor Pole, an English author, adventurer, businessman, and 
mystic. The 9 p.m. chiming of the Big Ben Clock in London took about a minute and was broadcast each 
night on the BBC radio at the beginning of the news.  Pole suggested that the chimes should be 
accompanied by one minute of silent prayer for those who had been killed that day in battle as well as 
remembering all who had been killed in the war. Churchill supported the idea.  
 
I agree that a concerted prayer effort at a specific day and time is very powerful.  I’m also convinced 
that prayers that happen all day, every day are just as powerful. Imagine what could happen if we all 
took just one minute each day to pray … for peace, guidance of our leaders, the safety of those on the 
frontline and others everywhere, a cessation of violence, the eradication of COVID, poverty, 
homelessness, healing for us all… ?                  
 
Blessings!  Pastor Char 
 

The Pastor Ponders (continued) 
 

We are pleased to hear our church family and 
community members are continuing to get 
vaccinated!  If you need help registering (even if 
you don't have an email address) please call 815-
334-4045 for assistance. If you have online access, 
you may email health@mchenrycountyil.gov.  
 

We have set up an online giving option for those of 
us who would like to make an offering or special 
donation to the HUMC online.  This is powered by 
Tithe.ly which is used securely by many churches 
and other organizations.  To give to HUMC online 
go to www.hebronmethodist.org/online-giving.   
 

Online Giving Now Available  
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BUILDING UPDATE 
 

Just two short years after its demolition, our church sanctuary 
is now very close to being completely restored. This past 
month the drywall was installed, the interior was painted, the 
floor, columns, and beams were sanded and stained, and the 
chair rail molding was reattached. What remains is replacing 
the east entryway interior doors, installing the baseboards, 
adding rugs (optional) and setting up the pews. 
Congratulations HUMC on a job well done! 
 
We can now turn our attention to the restoration of the Wesley 
Room. At its last meeting the Church Council voted to 
approve the purchase of a $17,650 chair lift to be installed 
where the existing entryway now stands. The contract was 
signed this past week and we await the necessary drawings 
before contacting our structural engineer for an entire 
entryway remodel and floor plan. In the meantime, we can all 
look back over the past two years of accomplishments with 
pride, while we look ahead at the next two years with hope. 
 

Thank you to everyone who has supported our mission giving for the month of March and April.  We 
have received the new giving book for "Mission Links: Living the Beatitudes" and will announce our 
May and June mission soon.  In the meantime, we encourage you to support our UMCOR mission 
through the end of the April.  Don't forget to bring in something orange to add to our Orange Link in 
Fellowship Hall!  
 
-Kate Johnson & Shirlee Correll 
Nurture & Outreach Teams 
 

N.O.W. Team - Nurture & Outreach 
 

Upcoming meetings at the HUMC: 
 

• Tuesday, May 11th at 9:30 a.m. - N.O.W. Meeting  
• Wednesday, May 12th at 6:00 p.m. - Staff Parish Meeting  
• Sunday, May 16th at 9:00 a.m. - Church Council Meeting 
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Happy Birthday! 

Ray Hoeft       5/9 
 

Happy Anniversary! 
Wendy & Mark Schaid 5/23 

 

With only two classes left, we are winding 
down our Sunday School year for 2020/2021 
and what a year it has been! A BIG thank you 
goes out to our Sunday School teacher, Kate 
Johnson, who did a great job keeping our kids 
connected to their Bible studies through 
storytelling, fun videos, games, crafts, prayer 
and music!  We are all eager to be back in 
person in September! 
 

HUMC  
KIDS!  

N.O.W. Team - Witness 
 

On May 16th we will be posting our final pre-
recorded worship service online!  Back in March 
of 2020, "the plan" was to post a ten to fifteen 
minute worship service just for a few weeks until 
we could get back into the church.  Over 60 online 
services later, we have learned, or re-learned, that 
plans do change!  While our online services could 
never take the place of in person worship, it has 
been a great blessing to have created this new 
pathway to love and serve.  When we return to our 
"new normal," we return with more skills, tools, 
and online presence than we did over a year ago.  
Our N.O.W. Team is brainstorming ways to 
continue this growth.  We are now in the process 
of providing quality live streaming of our in 
person services on our Facebook page and 
website each week.  This is another learning curve 
for our Witness Team and we humbly appreciate 
your patience as we develop the new tech and 
skillset to best deliver this.  We thank you all so 
very much for being a part of our online worship 
services this past year.  You gave us the gifts of 
your music, readings, prayers, poetry, artwork, 
testimonials, photography and stories. You 
spread the Good News in times that needed good 
news. Thank you for being the church! 
 
Stephanie Claussen & Dave Dickey 
Witness Team 
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The family of Jeff Smith who went home to live 
with the Lord on April 10th 
 
Gordon Johnson experiencing health problems, 
and Alice as she takes care of him 
 
James Hampton recovering from shoulder surgery 
 
Harold and Juanita Bailey and their daughter-in-
law, Tami, recovering from back surgery 
 
Jeanne and Marlo Johnson - Jeanne now at 
JourneyCare and Marlo as decisions need to be 
made concerning her future 
 
Debbie Arnold’s dad, Dick Border, experiencing 
health problems; Uncle Ben having radiation for 
throat cancer; her cousin, Julie having health 
issues 
 
Dave Dickey experiencing health problems 
 
Alberta Austin recovering at her daughter’s home 
in WI; Alberta’s son, Marty, whose cancer has 
returned and has started radiation treatment 
 
Pastor Char & Glenn’s daughter-in-law, Julie, as 
she deals with effects  MS 
 
Jack Proesel at Burr Oak Manor 
 
Nora Winn at the Fair Oaks Nursing facility 
 
Luke Moore 
 
Anita Landry, her son-in-law, Emil, on oxygen 
24/7, & her daughter, Cora, as she takes care of 
both 
 
Our former Pastor Jim and Char 
 
Our former Pastor Paul and Lynn 
 
Dorothy Peterson’s family 
 
Betty Garrett 
 
Arlyne Mummer 

Dear Lord, please hear our prayer for the following... 

Dorothy Peterson’s family 
 
Betty Garrett 
 
Arlyne Mummer 
 
We pray for all who have suffered as the result of 
natural disasters. 
 
We pray for protection and safety for all those 
who defend and protect us. 
 
We pray for the victims and families of all who 
have been affected by and from violence. 
 
We pray for the return of goodwill and unity 
among all people. 
 
We pray for all those affected by COVID-19 and 
their families; and we pray for the safety of all 
medical staff and personnel during the care of all 
patients. 
 
We pray for our church, the Village of Hebron, 
and all leaders - local, state and national; our 
church leaders in Hebron, our Elgin District 
Sup’t., our Bishop and the entire UMC. 
 
We pray for the names in our hearts that they will 
be kept safe from harm.  God bless us all. Amen 
 
If you wish to have someone added to our Prayer 
List please contact Shirlee on our Nurture Team at 
(815) 648-5009 or at offcqueen@aol.com. 
 
During a mental health crisis, anyone can call the 
24-hour National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-
800-273-8255. Veterans crisis line is 800-273-
7255. 
 
 

mailto:offcqueen@aol.com
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP THIS MONTH IN PERSON AND ONLINE! 
www.hebronmethodist.org and find us on  

Plan for Worship 
 
May 2 - Communion Sunday - Acts 8: 26-40 - The World is Our Parish 
In person worship begins at 10:30 a.m. (online worship available) 
 
May 9 - Mother's Day - 1 John 4: 7-21; John 15: 1-8 - How Does Your Garden Grow? 
In person worship begins at 10:30 a.m. (Live stream service available on Facebook) 
 
May 16 - Ascension Sunday - Acts 1; Luke 24 - Upward Bound 
Online service only - No in person worship 
 
May 23 - Pentecost/Aldersgate Day - Acts 2: 1-21; John 15: 26-27; 16: 4b-15 - People of the Spirit 
In person worship begins at 10:30 a.m. (Live stream service available on Facebook) 
 
May 30 - Trinity Sunday/Memorial Day - Isaiah 6: 1-8; John 3:1-17 - Who, Me? 
In person worship begins at 10:30 a.m. (Live stream service available on Facebook) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hebronmethodist.org/
http://www.hebronmethodist.org/
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