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Building Committee Update 
Steve, Shirlee and I met with Joe Meyer and 
his associate to review the alterations to our 
roof and the repair of the header between the 
sanctuary and the Wesley Room.  The 
engineers told us generally what they could 
do to make the roof lines more uniform and 
repair the header.  I checked with Joe last 
week and he told me the building they work 
in was closed down because of the virus and 
they are trying to carry on their work from 
home.  He is to get back to us and give us an 
update.  Steve has checked with the 
contractor to get our project scheduled. 
Keep the Team and the project in your 
prayers.   
 

 
“I really miss seeing everybody,” a member told me last 
week when I called her. I would guess most us feel much 
the same way.  This “stay at home” order by the Governor, 
while absolutely necessary to slow down the virus, is hard 
for us as the church.  And the reason why is quite 
simple.  The church is by its very nature communal. 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German theologian and martyr, 
tells us in his classic work, LIFE TOGETHER, 
that “Christianity means community through Jesus Christ 
and in Jesus Christ.”  There are religions that elevate the 
individual and his or her search for God as the basic aspect 
of religious faith.  But this is not the case in 
Christianity.  The entire Judaeo-Christian faith is grounded 
in community.  Whether we describe the church as the 
people of God, the body of Christ, a Holy Nation; virtually 
all references to God’s People in the Bible are images of 
community.   
 
Given that church is community, it is not surprising that we 
all miss one another when the community is not meeting or 
when we are not able to see one another.  Unfortunately, 
the need for “social distancing” to control the spread of 
Covid 19 contradicts our very nature.  Our NOW Team has 
spent time talking about how we can affirm community 
despite our separateness.  A number of possibilities have 
emerged.  Above all, it is important to realize that our 
community as the body of Christ is not limited to a physical 
reality. It is a physical reality, and this must not be  
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Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does 
not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, 
it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps 
no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never 
fails. 
 
This passage from 1 Corinthians is used during many 
wedding ceremonies, but it is also a reminder of how 
we should live every day of our lives. 
 
March 23 was to be our Appreciation Sunday, a day 
to recognize all of you who have shared your love and 
talents throughout your lifetime as members of God’s 
family.  Without all of you we would cease to be a 
church.  Versatile, optimistic, understanding, nice, 
talented, energetic, enthusiastic, resilient - this is the 
type of people you are.  For everyone who has served 
on committees, volunteered to provide food and serve 
at fundraisers and funeral luncheons, helped to 
maintain and improve the church building and 
grounds, we say thank you.   
 
The size of your heart and willingness to help is more 
important than the size of your wallet.  Your actions 
of giving of yourself is as important as giving a 
monetary donation.  For those who have donated 
items to the Food Pantry, Sunday School, after service 
café, and everyday supplies for the church, we 
say thank you. 
 
Everyone leaves behind footprints in the sands of 
time, but your footprints will be engraved on stone for 
future generations.  For all who have taught Sunday 
School, Bible Study, volunteered to be Liturgists, 
filled in to give the Sunday morning message, served 
as Greeter (or as we like to call you “Grusher”), 
provided music, but most important, have been there 
to listen when someone needs a caring person to talk 
to, we say thank you. 
 
Thank you for being so caring and so loving, so 
helpful, so thoughtful and so selfless.  Most of 
all, thank you for being the hands of Jesus! 
 
God bless all of you!!!! 
 
 
Shirlee Correll and Alberta Austin, Nurture Co-Chairs 
 

Pastor’s Page (continued) 

minimized, but it is not only a physical reality. We 
are in community “through Jesus Christ and in 
Jesus Christ,” as Bonhoeffer reminds us. Just as we 
cannot touch or see Jesus, so we cannot see or touch 
one another.  Yet, we still have community with 
Jesus and so we still have community with one 
another. 
 
And there are some things I would encourage us to 
do to experience this sense of community.  We can 
pray for one another.  Prayer reminds us of our 
bond in Jesus and our love and care for one another. 
Please set aside some time to pray for family, 
friends and neighbors.  We can phone or email or 
message one another.  And if you have the 
technological abilities you can Zoom, Skype, 
Facebook or use other visual contacts. Take time to 
check on family and members. When all 
technology fails you can make a phone call or, get 
this, drop a note to one another.  PLEASE CHECK 
ON ONE ANOTHER. 
 
I think it is interesting that Channel 7 in Chicago 
has the “#in this together.”  Even the secular world 
has seen the need for community. We can model a 
sense of community for all to see. 
 
These are trying times, to say the least, but we will 
make it through.  As the Psalmist reminds us, 
“Weeping may linger through the night, but joy 
comes in the morning.”   That “morning” will 
come.  We can be sure of that.   
 
Peace be with you.  Stay safe and keep connected.   
Pastor Jim 

N.O.W. - Nurture 
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N.O.W. - Outreach 

N.O.W. - Witness 

Lately I've been thinking about a particular Sunday School class where we emphasized that the church, our church, is 
not a building.  It was a lesson designed to let the kids know that even though our sanctuary was under construction, 
we were still just as much "a church" as before.  Even though the changes from the corona virus are totally new to all 
of us, we are as a congregation, veterans to a flexible worship environment.  By God's grace, we have carried on in 
our Fellowship Hall for a long time, longer than expected perhaps, and yet many of us would affirm that it has been a 
positive and forming journey - and one we do not regret undergoing.   
 
I hope and pray that we will remain a strong, connection-building church throughout this new journey.  We're calling 
on all of you (literally!) to participate in our online worship services: Send us photos, videos, audio clips, musical 
clips, poems, bible verses, stories and all of your ideas.  Being on-line means we are still just as much "a church" as 
before and I am eager to see how the Holy Spirit inspires us to think of new ways to praise, grow and connect.   
 
-Stephanie Claussen & Dave Dickey, Witness Co-chairs 
 
(Send on-line worship content/ideas to Stephanie at juststephers@gmail.com or call 815-715-2956.) 
 
 

Update on VBS: 
As we look forward to another year of Vacation Bible 
School in June, we will continue to closely monitor 
the recommendations of public health officials and 
our congregations.  We will post any updates and/or 
decisions to our Facebook page.  Follow us at Alden-
Hebron Community VBS.  We hope everyone is 
doing their best to stay physically, mentally, and 
emotionally well! 
 
Kate Johnson & Wendy Schaid, 
Outreach Co-Chairs 

As we will not be meeting together for a while, we 
would like to keep in touch with each other by phone or 
email, so we are hoping to update our Church 
Directory!  Not with pictures at this time, but names, 
addresses, phone numbers, & email addresses. We have 
had some additions & changes & we’d like to include 
all! 
 
Please send your current information to our Church 
Secretary, Kathy Dickerson, either via her email 
at winky@mc.net  or by mail:  Hebron UMC, PO Box 
323, Hebron IL 60034, Attn: Kathy. Or let her know that 
you do not want your information included in our 
directory. 
 
This directory will NOT be published online.  It will be 
available at the church when we can meet again & used 
by 2 or 3 persons who have agreed to be contact people 
for outreach. 
                 
-Kathy Dickerson,  
Church Secretary 

Church Directory Update 
 

Please continue to make your church offering.  We are looking into online payment 
options but for now, please make your generous giving via mail to: Hebron United 
Methodist Church, P.O. 323, Hebron, IL 60034 Attn: Kathy 
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Although Sunday School has been suspended, we are working on ideas to keep our children engaged in scripture 
and service.  Our mission this year, Building Safe and Supportive Spaces, benefits The Night Ministry in 
Chicago.  Though it is a difficult time for the Night Ministry, they have continued to work to serve one of the 
most vulnerable populations during this pandemic.   
 
According to their website, “The young people, adults, and families that The Night Ministry serve are particularly 
vulnerable at this time. Those living on the streets may be at higher risk of contracting the coronavirus—it is 
difficult for them to self-isolate and practice hygiene measures. Many have compromised immune systems or 
underlaying health concerns. Those whom we serve are also hit hard by the pandemic’s impact on our economy 
and society. With minimal foot traffic on our streets, for example, individuals who rely upon panhandling to 
meet their basic needs are seeing that source of financial support dry up. The temporary respite from the streets 
provided by restaurants and public buildings such as libraries—a place to warm up, charge a phone, access wi-
fi or a computer, and use bathroom facilities—is gone.”   You can read more about their important work during 
the Covid-19 Pandemic here:  https://www.thenightministry.org/covid19. 
 
“During these challenging times, The Night Ministry’s mission has not and will not change. Our organization is 
called to provide housing, health care, and human connection to the poor and homeless. That is it. Period. We 
will not waver from this mission.”  -Paul W. Hamann, President & CEO of The Night Ministry   
 
Kate Johnson & Stephanie Claussen,  
Sunday School Teachers 
 
 

HUMC Kids 

 
Happy Birthday! 
  

Ron Coulman  4/1 
Dale Walker    4/1 
Nick Nelson    4/2 
Adam Garrett  4/7 
Myrna Hoeft  4/8 
Rebekah Reins  4/20 
Erin Engelhardt  4/21 
 
Happy Anniversary! 

 
  Steve & Chela Johnson  4/5 
  Deidre Moore & Luke Burgar  4/21 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Looking for the 
Calendar Page? 

  
All events and church activities have 
been postponed so our calendar has 

been cleared! Check our website 
www.hebronmethodist.org for the 
latest updates and for our weekly 

online worship service. 
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We are praying for our nation, our leaders, our people, God’s people all around the world to turn 
our hearts to Him... that He will heal our land & our world, both physically and spiritually.  Praying 
that we will honor Him with our words, our deeds & our lives and that thru this virus crisis, others 
will come to know Christ Jesus as their Lord & Savior. 
 
We are praying for all who have the Corona Virus to be healed.  That God will take these germs 
from all over the world & He will dissolve them & they will all disappear! 
 
We pray for all family & friends of those who have died from this virus. 
We pray for family & friends of all who have died recently during this extremely difficult time. 
 
Our Prayer List: 
Luella Tibbitts 
Nora Winn 
Our former Pastor Paul and Lynn 
Denise Staten 
Dave Moore 
Dorothy Peterson’s family 
Betty Garrett & her family 
Roy Bailey and his family 
Pastor’s friend Omar Logan and Pastor’s family 
Jeanne Johnson 
Arlyne Mummer 
LaVerne Schmarje 
Anita Landry 
 
We pray for our church, our village of Hebron, our leaders, local, state & national.  We pray for our 
church leaders in Hebron, our Elgin District Sup’t., our Bishop and the entire UMC.  
 
We pray for our police, fire & rescue men & women, please keep them safe while they are 
protecting us!  
 
We pray for all doctors & nurses & medical personal who are serving faithfully through this 
pandemic. 
We pray for the victims of shooting violence everywhere and for the victims of weather disasters. 
 
Please keep our schools safe & our children and all children safe! 
 
During a mental health crisis, anyone can call the 24-hour National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-
800-273-8255. 
 
We pray for all the names in our hearts that they will keep safe from all harm. 
God bless us all.  Amen. 

 

 

In our thoughts and prayers… 
 



 

 

 
 
   

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ON-LINE! 
www.hebronmethodist.org and find us on  

Plan for Worship 

March 1 - Questions Jesus Asked 
Mark 8:34-38, Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 - "What Is Your Price?" 
 
March 8 - Questions Jesus Asked 
John 3:1-11; Genesis 12:1-4a - "Have you Read a Book?" 
 
March 15 - Guest Pastor - Rev. Scott McClellan  
 
March 22 - Questions Jesus Asked 
John 9:1-12; John 9:13-41 - "Believe in Whom?" 
 
March 29 - Questions Jesus Asked 
John 11:1-16; John 17-45 - "Do you Believe This?" 
 
 

Come enjoy Special Music each Sunday at worship during the Advent Season! 

April 5 - Palm/Passion Sunday 
Matthew 21:1-11 - "Who Is This" 
 
April 12 - Easter Sunday 
Matthew 28:1-10 - "Getting to Galilee" 
 
April 19 
John 20:19-31 - "The Foundational Event" 
 
April 26 
Luke 24:13-35 - "The Response" 
 
 


