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Building Committee Update 
As we reported in our last issue of the 
newsletter, most of the repair work to our 
roof structure has been completed.  We are 
now in discussion with contractors about 
insulating the sanctuary.  We also are 
discussing soliciting some outside advice on 
the finishing of the sanctuary in terms of 
colors, carpeting, lighting and 
seating.  These concerns are in the beginning 
stages. Of more immediate concern is the 
Wesley Room roof.  The Committee and 
Team members have been consulting with 
roofers on whether we should install a metal 
roof which would require minimal repair in 
the long term or stay with shingles.  The 
contractor told us that in either case it would 
be wise to eliminate the flat roof over the 
Wesley Room and design a roof that would 
blend in with the rest of the roof over the 
sanctuary.  We have proceeded with this 
suggestion and have contacted our structural 
engineer for drawings. Initial estimates is 
this additional work would not be cost 
prohibitive and would solve the problem of 
further roof concerns.  We will keep the 
congregation informed. Please keep the 
project and the Committee/Team in your 
prayers.   
 

 
By the time you are reading this edition of our HUMC 
newsletter, the season of Lent will already have begun. I 
have found over the years that we who are Protestants 
generally and Methodists in particular, often 
misunderstand this liturgical season. Growing up, my 
home church did not seem to pay particular attention to 
Lent which was a season that our Catholic friends seemed 
to take much more seriously.  Becoming a Methodist as a 
young adult, I discovered that our Anglican roots suggested 
that we give more attention to the penitential aspects of 
these forty days from Ash Wednesday to Easter. Let me 
share a few thoughts about this preparatory season. 
 
Lent is a penitential season which focuses our attention on 
Jesus’ Passion.  It reminds us of the forty days Jesus spent 
in the wilderness, fasting and praying before He began His 
ministry. It begins with Ash Wednesday, a day when the 
sign of the cross is made on our foreheads from the ashes 
of the last Palm Sunday’s palm branches, and we are 
reminded, “You are dust and to dust thou shalt 
return.”  Lent reminds us of our mortality.  It also calls us 
to take stock of our lives, to repent of our sins, and to open 
our lives to the forgiving love of God in Christ Jesus, a love 
made so apparent in His Passion and death on the cross. As 
we move through these forty days we are called to assess 
our own lives and our need for forgiveness and redemption 
that Jesus’ sacrifice and death provide. This is a call to all 
who claim to be Christian. 



 

 
2 

  

Words cannot express how grateful we are to 
everyone who donated to the “Soup-er Bowl” 
appeal.  Thank you, thank you, THANK YOU!!!  We 
are truly blessed to have a loving, caring, giving 
congregation. 
 
The response to providing “Special Music” every 
Sunday has been overwhelming!  We are grateful to 
everyone who has participated so far and will be 
participating in the future.   As it states, several times 
in the Book of Psalms, “Make a joyful noise unto the 
Lord.”   
 
Beginning March 1st, starting around noon, there will 
be a Bible Study led by Pastor Jim.  This will be a 6 
week study.  The dates will be March 1, 8, 22, 29; 
April 5, 19.  The study will be based on the “I Am” 
sayings of Jesus.  Grab a cup of coffee or bottle of 
water and join us.  Each study should last about 1 
hour.   
 
March 22nd will be Appreciation Sunday, a day to let 
everyone, young and old, know that their 
contributions to the mission, education and life of our 
church wouldn’t be possible without them.  As it 
states in Ephesians 5:9, “Because of this light within 
you, you should do only what is good and right and 
true.” 
 
 
Shirlee Correll and Alberta Austin, Nurture Co-Chairs 
 

Pastor’s Page (continued) 

As a penitential season, Lent calls us to prayer and 
fasting, practices of penance that have been 
practiced since apostolic times.  Both prayer and 
fasting were practices that John Wesley counseled 
for his followers.  For Wesley such acts expressed 
sorrow for overindulgence in eating and drinking 
when the poor had little to eat and drink.  Prayer for 
Wesley was a constant practice for the faithful to be 
available to the gracious love of God given in 
Christ Jesus.  In his work, “Holiness of Heart and 
Life,” Wesley points out that holiness of heart is an 
abiding trust offered in the redeeming grace of 
Jesus and holiness of life is our response in a life of 
faithfulness. It is here in this practice of holiness 
that the notion of “giving up something,” was born. 
While this practice often becomes trivialized as 
when someone gives up brussel sprouts, taken 
seriously it can be a faithful practice. Wesley 
encouraged his Methodist followers to fast and pray 
as a practice of spiritual discipline, as he himself 
did. For us to observe these disciplines of the spirit 
during Lent is not something strange to our heritage 
as Methodists.  It simply places us in the tradition 
of the Church from its early days and a practice to 
which John Wesley called his followers. 
 
In an effort to guide our Lenten journey, I will be 
preaching on the topic, “Questions Jesus 
Asked.”  This series will seek to place us before 
Jesus and hear the questions Jesus asked His first 
disciples and asks of us today.  Related to the 
sermon series, will be a Bible study on the “I Am” 
sayings of Jesus found in the Gospel of John.  We 
will listen to Jesus as He describes Himself and His 
ministry.  I invite you to both the sermons series 
and the Bible study to help your keeping a Lenten 
discipline. May we have a “Holy Lent!” 
 
Grace and peace, 
Pastor Jim 
 

N.O.W. - Nurture 

A-H Baseball/Softball - This year the Hebron United Methodist Church would like to support the 
Hebron community baseball and softball leagues.  We are looking for individuals to donate funds.  
As a sponsor, the HUMC would have a sign with our logo at the ballpark and/or our name on a team's 
uniform.  Please contact the Pastor or one of the NOW Chairs if you are interested in chipping in 
toward this effort.  Our goal is to raise $300 to support this community program!  Thank you! 
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N.O.W. - Outreach 

We had a wonderful time at Heartwarming Hebron! 
Many people stopped by our HUMC booth to say hi 
and check out our video chronicling the sanctuary 
restoration project.  We had all sorts of goodies, 
including a fantastic new "Hebron" mug designed by 
Stephanie, cocoa and cookies made by Shirlee, and of 
course the last of our wonderful Hebron crosses 
(Thanks Bill and Natalie!).    The children's fun fair 
was also a big hit and our HUMC fishing pond was 
especially popular.  Overall, we raised over $750 for 
the Parks fund and $400 for the HUMC building fund.  
 
Kate Johnson & Wendy Schaid, 
Outreach Co-Chairs 

 
 
Last Sunday Pastor Jim urged the congregation to read an article called "Why I'm not leaving The United Methodist 
Church." This was written by Rev. Steve West of the First United Methodist Church of Arab, Alabama.  As his 
colleagues who are part of the Wesleyan Covenant Association are preparing to split off from the UMC and form a 
new denomination, he numbers his reasons in this article why he is choosing to stay with the UMC.  Read the full 
article here: https://www.umnews.org/en/news/why-im-not-leaving-the-united-methodist-church 
 
 

Elgin District Lay Academy will be held at First Church 
(UMC) in Crystal Lake on March 14 & March 28! 
This is an ideal opportunity to take a class to increase 
your “church” knowledge.  Whether or not you’d like to 
become a Lay Servant. 
 
Living Our United Methodist Beliefs (Heritage) is an 
important course to learn our beginnings as Methodists 
& when & how we became United Methodists, what 
year was it?  Each One a Minister is for discovering 
your Spiritual Gifts.  Afire with God to become a 
spirited steward.  Intro to Lay Ministry Basic Course in 
English & in Spanish Planning Worship, the Worship 
Workshop. Embracing Personal Prayer, “Lord Teach 
Us to Pray” Regular fee is $45 ($40 for Early Birds) 
which includes the materials, plus continental breakfast, 
lunch & snacks.  
 
Online registration:   
 https://www.umcnic.org/calendar/elgin-fall-lay-
academy  Mail in Registration: 
https://mcusercontent.com/373db864311f0fcf1af0
7b35e/files/84519cab-c77a-4b68-ab05-
1a79c306bbd1/RegistrationSpring2020Flyer.pdf 
 
 
By March 6th.  March 14 session begins at 8:30 AM 
(registration begins at 7:45 AM) 
March 28 session begins at 9 AM (check in begins at 
8:30 AM) Attendance at both sessions is required to 
complete the course.  Any questions, please ask Kathy, 
I do plan on going! 
                 
-Kathy Dickerson, Elgin District Lay Leader 
 UMC News 



 

 
4 

aaaaaa 

The Community VBS and St. John's will have 
their annual Easter Egg Hunt Saturday April 
11th. For ages 0-10! Come early for a photo 
with the Easter Bunny-just $5! Egg hunt begins 
promptly at 3.  All proceeds from the photos go 
toward VBS! 
 

N.O.W. - Witness 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 2nd at 9:00 a.m. for an HUMC Bible study and Workshop.  As we did with 
our Vision and Mission statement a few years ago, we would like to take this opportunity to reflect on who we are, 
what we believe, and what makes us a unique church family.  We will then craft together a Welcoming Statement to 
clearly express ourselves to those who may be learning about our church for the first time and to invite individuals 
into God's presence through our open doors. 
 
I would also like to share a message we received about our vision statement, "We will be God's inclusive love" which 
is displayed on a banner above our church's front doors.  This Facebook message was from a man named Steve who 
was driving through Hebron with his husband and children: 
 
"My husband and I were driving with our children past your church today.  I made a comment that it's a UMC but 
since it was in Hebron it probably loved the traditional plan.  Well, I looked up and saw your banner and I had a 
moment that I knew God was talking to me because I was nearly loved to tears when I saw a little UMC in Hebron, 
IL proudly displaying their love for all of God's children.  Thank you for loving the Gospel and God's Word.  Thank 
you for loving us.  In this crazy world right now I'm a little afraid of where things will land but seeing things like this 
gives me hope.  Thank you and God bless." 
 
Let's continue our work to be a beacon of light for God's inclusive love.   
 
-Stephanie Claussen & Dave Dickey,  
Witness Co-chairs 
 
 
 

 
    LENTEN BIBLE STUDY - Begins March 1 
 
We invite you to explore and discuss the "I Am Sayings of Jesus."  This Lenten Bible Study, created by our Pastor 
Jim Wilson, will take place after worship on Sundays in Lent at 12:00 p.m. (March 1, 8, 22, 29, April 5, 19). This 
curriculum is designed in such a way that each study session is independent from the other so those who cannot 
attend all study sessions can still fully participate: Come as you can, leave when you must.  We hope you join us 
in Lent for discussion, reflection and learning. 
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We are continuing our lessons in the New Testament as 
we enter into the season of Lent.  HUMC Kids have been 
learning of Jesus' mission here with us, the kind of people 
he chose to join his mission, and the power of his works.  
On Sunday, March 15th, the children will be hosting a 
fundraiser for their mission project for The Night 
Ministry.  Please come to hear the children sing during 
the service and to purchase some goodies at their Rice 
Krispie Treat fundraiser after Worship.  Thank you for 
your kind support in our children's growth and education, 
and a special thank you to Debbie this month for the 
Valentine's Day cookie sale which raised $60 for our 
mission project! 
 
Stephanie Claussen & Kate Johnson,  
Sunday School Teachers 
 
 

HUMC Kids 

 
Happy Birthday! 
  

Alex Arthur  3/19 
Minka Roeker  3/22 
Jeff Arnold  3/30 
Tally Moore  3/26 
 
Happy Anniversary! 

Sharon Smith & Kris Bottlemy  3/25 
 
 
 

HUMC Kids and everyone else enjoyed the 
waffle and sausage breakfast with a dozen 
toppings to choose from! Thank you Debbie & 
Shirlee and all who helped make this "just for 
fun" event happen this past month! 

Alden-Hebron Community VBS is June 8th-12th from 
8:30AM-11:30AM and will once again be offered for 
free.  Online registration for participants and 
volunteers will be available April 1st: 
https://vbspro.events/p/aldenhebron20  We're looking 
forward to another great year!  Interested in helping 
out? Contact Kate Johnson at 815-529-8043 for more 
information. 
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• Alberta Austin 
• Dave Dickey 
• Pastor’s friend Omar Logan, cousin Terri Ambrozich  Pastor’s nephew, Jason, & friends & family of 

Pastor’s Aunt who died at age 100    
• All of Roy Bailey’s family & especially his aunt Leona who is 102 
• Shirlee Correll’s in-laws, Gene & Donna Correll 
• Our former Pastor Paul & Lynn 
• Erin’s friend Bud Milinac who has cancer on the back of his tongue  
• Anita Landry 
• Family & friiends of Ken Kraft who died Jan. 27 
• LaVerne Schmarje      
• Arlyne Mummer 
• Jeanne Johnson 
• Terry Cheek 
• Luella Tibbitts 
• Nora Winn 
• Denise & Dr. Dan Staten 
• Bill Elverman’s friend, Tom, who has leukemia 
• Dave Moore 
• Betty Garrett, her daughter Holly & Doug         
• Dorothy Peterson’s daughters Lisa & April & Amber & Ashley Lucas      
• Sue Stear 
• Tim Mattheson who has cancer 
• Debbie’s friend Mary’s husband who has bladder cancer. 
• Bob, who has rapid onset Alzheimer's. 
• We pray for the victims & their family & friends of the wildfires in L.A. area. We are praying for 

General Conference in Minneapolis in May, 2020.  We pray for our church, our village, our leaders, 
local, state & national.  We pray for our church leaders in Hebron, our Elgin District Supt., our 
Bishop & in the entire UMC.  We pray for our police, fire & rescue men & women, please keep them 
safe while they are protecting us!  We pray for our diplomats, representatives, service men & women 
all over the world, please keep them safe.    We pray for the victims of the shooting violence 
everywhere and for the victims of weather related disasters, storms & flooding.  Please keep our 
schools safe & our children & all children safe!  During a mental health crisis, anyone can call the 
24-hour National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255. We pray for Puerto Rico & 
Caribbean area after the earthquakes there recently.  We pray for peace around the world in troubled 
areas where there is violence.  We pray for protection for all from the Coronavirus from China. 
 

 

In our thoughts and prayers… 
 



 

 

Come enjoy Special Music each Sunday at worship during the Advent Season! 
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP! 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM and MORNING WORSHIP AT 10:30 AM – nursery care provided 
Find us on Facebook or at www.hebronmethodist.org  

Plan for Worship 
March 1 - Questions Jesus Asked 
Mark 8:34-38, Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 - "What Is Your Price?" 
 
March 8 - Questions Jesus Asked 
John 3:1-11; Genesis 12:1-4a - "Have you Read a Book?" 
 
March 15 - Guest Pastor - Rev. Scott McClellan  
 
March 22 - Questions Jesus Asked 
John 9:1-12; John 9:13-41 - "Believe in Whom?" 
 
March 29 - Questions Jesus Asked 
John 11:1-16; John 17-45 - "Do you Believe This?" 
 
 


